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February 15, 2010
Courtroom No. 8B

everyone.

12: 00 p. m
APPEARANCES:
HON. MYRON T. STEELE.
HON. JAMES T. VAUGHN, JR.
HON. RI CHARD R. COOCH
HON. CARL GOLDSTEI N
HON. JAMES T. VAUGHN: Good afternoon,

Wel come to this special session for the

investiture for Diane Clarke Streett as a Judge of the

Superi or

Cou

i nvocati on,

rt. Pl ease remain standing for the

which will be given by The Very Reverend

Canon Lloyd S. Casson retired Rector of Episcopal

Church of Sa

m ghty,

THE

hol y

i nts Andrew and Matt hew.
VERY REVEREND CASSON: Holy God, Holy and

immortal one, life giving spirit. Il n your
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| ove you pervade all that is, seen and unseen, and you
dwel |l deep with within the m dst of us. Your law is
perfect, and your judgements are true.

Be with us gathered here today for the
i nvestiture of our Sister, your servant, Diane Clarke
Streett, called to be a Judge of the Superior Court of
our State of Del aware. Pour down upon her, we pray, an
abundance of your Dbl essing; that she may performthe
duties of her office with grace, and dignity, as she
dons her gown, and fold her with your |ove, and the
assurance of your constant presence with her. Gr ant
her the eyes to see your imge in every person standing
before her, according them the dignity and respect
whi ch you have conferred upon us all.

Grand her the wisdom to judge courageously,
wi sely, and insofar as is possible, wthout anbiguity,
so that the decisions rendered from her bench are just,
and i nmpartial.

G ve her conpassion for the people who stand
bef ore her awaiting the judgenent of the |law, and guide
her to know when her decisions need to be tenpered by
reason, and mercy. When she has exhausted her own

sources of wi sdom grant her the insight to seek yours.
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When she makes a m stake, as all of us do. Grant her
the humlity to acknow edge and correct it. G ve her
such strength of character that no one may have cause
to question her integrity, and protect her fromthe
temptation to use her office for personal gain. Thus,
may she secure and maintain the trust and respect of
all of these with whom she interacts in the Courts, and
the trust of all the people of Del aware.

Finally, give all of us, the will to support
Judge Streett, with our prayers and cooperation, not
only today, but as long as she serves; as she seeks
both from the bench and in her work with others, the
realization of the dream of Del aware as a happy,
har moni ous, and just place to live for its people of
every religion, culture and way of life.

Anoi nt then this day, the Honorable Diane
Cl arke Streett, your servant, with the O of G adness,
and grant that as she enters her office, she will be
strong, and of good courage, holding fast to that which
is good, and right, and trusting that wherever she
wal ks, You will be wal king with her.

We make this prayer giving voice to all the

peopl e gathered, and from around this State who, in our
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di verse faiths, spiritual paths and with many nanes,
call upon You.

Amen.

HON. JAMES T. VAUGHN: Thank you, Reverend.
Resi dent Judge Cooch will now | eads us in the Pledge of
Al | egi ance.

(Whereupon the Pledge of Allegiance was
conducted.)

HON. JAMES T. VAUGHN: Pl ease be seated.

Good afternoon, Ladies and gentl enmen. Let me
begin by introducing those who are seated with me on
t he bench today. To nmy right is Chief Justice Myron T.
Steele of the Supreme Court of Delaware. To ny left is
Judge Carl Goldstein of the Superior Court. To the
ri ght of Chief Justice Steele is Resident Judge Richard
R. Cooch of the Superior Court. And to the left of
Judge Gol dstein is where Superior Court Judge Di ane
Cl arke Streett will be seated soon.

(Appl ause.)

HON. JAMES T. VAUGHN: In the jury box are
Superior Court Judges and Conmm ssioners for this
speci al occasion. The Court recognizes many famly

menbers and friends of our next Superior Court Judge,
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who are present here today, and in particular, Paula
and Dawn Pinnock, Darlene Pinnock and Bryce and Zoe.
Judge and Ms. Grosvenor. The Pinnock famly; lvy,
Bobby, Lambert, Sonia, Andre and M chelle. Dreson and
M che Darden, Joanne Cl arke, and Betty Taylor. To al
of those famly members, a warm wel come.

The Court al so recognizes Governor Jack A.
Mar kel |, Senator Tom Carper, New Castle County
Executive Chris Coons, menbers of the Del aware Gener al
Assembly who are here, other elected and appointed
officials, menbers of the Del aware Judiciary and the
Bar and Di ane Streett's many friends including those
who will speak today and I will introduce shortly.

To all a warm and special welcome to the
Superior Court. We are here today to comenorate the
begi nning of Diane Clarke Streett's career as a member
of the Superior Court, our State's general jurisdiction
trial court. The proceeding is one of investiture
where the historical robing is a special cerenony,
significance and public comm tment under oath.

The robe itself is a synmbol of impartiality
and the judge 's solem duty to adm nister equal

justice on behalf of the people that we serve.
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It is now nmy pleasure to ask the Honorabl e
Myron T. Steele to adm nister the oath of office
Di ane's daughter Courtney A. Streett will hold the
Bi bl e. Di ane's "Aunt" Ivy Pinnock will assist Courtney
with the robe.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: Are you prepared to
take the oath?

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: Yes, | am

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: Pl ace your right hand
on the Bible. Pl ease repeat after me, 1|...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: |, Diane Cl arke
Streett.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...do proudly swear...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: Do proudly swear.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ... to carry out the
responsibilities...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: To carry out the
responsibilities.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...of judge of the
Superior Court...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: Of judge of the
Superior Court.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...to the best of ny
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ability. ..

HON.

ability.

HON.

DI ANE

MYRON

acknow edgi ng. . .

HON.
acknow edgi ng.
HON.

this office...

HON.
office.

HON.

HON.
peopl e.

HON.
represent.

HON.
represent.

HON.

HON.

HON.

pl ace the public

DI ANE

MYRON

DI ANE

MY RON

DI ANE

MY RON

DI ANE

CLARKE STREETT: To the best of ny

T. STEELE: ...freely

CLARKE STREETT: Freely

T. STEELE: ...that the powers of

CLARKE STREETT: That the powers

T. STEELE: ...flow from the people.
CLARKE STREETT:

Fl ow from t he

T. STEELE: .I"mprivileged to the

CLARKE STREETT: | am privileged to

MYRON T. STEELE: ...l further swear...
DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: | further swear.
MYRON T. STEELE: ...that I will always
interest. ..
HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: That | will al ways
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pl ace the public interest.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...above any special or
personal interest...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: Above any speci al
or personal interest.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...and to respect the
right of future generations...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: And to respect the
ri ght of future generations.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...to share the rich,
hi storic...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: To share the rich,
hi storic.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ... and natural heritage
of Del aware. ..

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: And nat ur al

heritage of Del aware.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ... in doing so..
HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: | n doing so.
HON. MYRON T. STEELE: .. I will always

uphol d and defend...
HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: Il will always

uphol d and defend.
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HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ... the Constitutions
of my country.

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: The Constitutions
of my country.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...and ny State...

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: And ny State.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: ...so help nme God.

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: So help me God.

HON. MYRON T. STEELE: Congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

(Wher eupon the robing ceremony took place.)

(The Hon. Diane Clarke Streett takes the

bench.)

10

HON. JAMES T. VAUGHN: | would |like to ask for

the recognition Congressman M ke Castle. Welcone.

(Appl ause.)

HON. JAMES T. VAUGHN: The judicial office
whi ch Judge Streett enters today was created in 1985,
when the Court expanded from 11 to 13 menbers. It has
been occupied fromthen until now only by Judge
Streett's predecessor, Judge John E. Babiarz, Jr.;
before recogni zing today's speakers | would like to

warm y wel come Diane to the Superior Court.
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She brings outstanding credentials to the
Court from her years of experience as Chief Legal
Counsel for City of WIm ngton Law Department and as a
prosecutor and defense attorney. Her qualifications
and experience make her fully deserving of the honor
whi ch the Governor and Senate have conferred upon her.
| know that Diane and | will have no trouble at all
wor ki ng very well together in our new relationship as
col |l eagues on the Superior Court. Each of us on the
Superior Court |ook forward to working with Diane as
our newest coll eague.

| would now |ike to invite the Honorable Jack
A. Markell, Governor of the State of Del aware to make
any remarks the Governor w shes to nmake.

(Appl ause.)

HON. JACK A. MARKELL: Thank you. First of
all my congratul ations to Diane and to the Chief
Justice and President Judge Vaughn. | have to say |
compliment you for setting the tone for fiscal
austerity here because as | sat down | went to try to
figure out how to use that water pitcher, Franni e Haney
came over and she said | know we should probably have a

bottle for you but we are cutting back. So you have
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done a very nice job getting the message through.

There is clearly a reason that Del aware is
recogni zed as such a |eader in corporate |law. W have
a legal systemthat is the envy of our nation. And I
want to start by thanking all of the members of Bench
who are here, as well as menbers of the Bar because we
are able to attract people Iike Diane into public
service and into serving in this capacity, in |large
part because she is aware of the quality, caliber, and
character of her coll eagues on the Bench, and the
| awyer whose will come before her.

She does have, as the President Judge said, an
incredi bl e background, to serve on this Court. She has
a rich and varied career including service as a state
prosecutor in Brooklyn, where she was a member of
Brooklyn's first sex crimes unit. She was an assistant
US Attorney. She was assistant counsel in the United
States Congress, advising the Senate Judiciary
Commttee's Subcomm ttee on crime, House Judiciary
Comm ttee Subcomm ttee on crimnal justice. She was
the City Solicitor of WI m ngton, Senior Assistant
Public Defender for more than 10 years and the Register

of WIls for New Castle County since 2001.
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For a court that deals both on the civil and
crimnal side, she has a great background in both and |
am delighted to abide her qualifications.

But her appointment in my m nd goes beyond the
qualifications and experience which can be summari zed
on a resune, or a CV, and they really go to the heart
of the person and the character of the person. | have
known Di ane for many years now. She i s sonebody, |
think you can see it just now, as Courtney hel ped her
with the investiture and to see the pride and passion
t hat came through in Diane's eyes. | mean, this is
clearly an enmotional noment for her and | think, in
| arge part, this is an enotional moment because of her
absolute God given determ nation to do everything that
she possibly can to serve the public.

Really, to nme, that nmotivation comes shining
t hrough in so many ways, and | think it was on ful
di splay for all of us just a few noments ago. | had
the opportunity to sits down with Diane as part of this
capacity and | want to thank the nmembers of Judici al
Nom nating Comm ssion who do such wonderful work and
t hey sent me several good nanes, really, we have such

wonder ful candi dates i n Del aware.
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In my conversations with Diane over the |ast
several months, her commtment to serving in this
capacity, to do so many of the things that Canon Casson
tal ked about in his beautiful invocation about being
just, about recognizing the need for humlity because
sometimes m stakes are made. We all make m stakes but
t he question is; what do you do once the m stakes are
made? You take ownership and responsibility for them
And | have absolutely no doubt whatsoever, know ng
Di ane as | do, about the quality of her character, her
t enperament, her commtment to public service, and her
view that serving in this capacity, as it is for so
many people, it's really the pinnacle of a career in
public service and in the law. So | am grateful on
behal f of the people of the State, Diane, that you are
willing to serve the public in this capacity. | am
grateful to all of your coll eagues that you have so
many people to learn from and who will help mentor you
and | just, again, on behalf of everybody in Del aware,
in a State where, and in a country where the justice,
the adm nistration of justice is so inmportant. And it
represents, in the very best way, who we are as a

peopl e. | have every confidence that you will live up
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to every expectation, the highest of expectations, for
everybody in the State. Congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

THE COURT: Thank you, Governor Markell. I
woul d now like to recognize the Honorable Joshua W
Martin, 11l who served an a judge of this Superior
Court. Judge Martin.

HON. JOSHUA W MARTIN, [11: Thank you,
Presi dent Judge Vaughn. May it please the Court, Chief
Justice Steele, Governor Markell, members of the Bench,
and Bar, Judge Streett's famly, |adies and gentl emen,
it is indeed an honor for ne to participate in this,
the investiture of Diane Clarke Streett as a nmember of
t he Del aware Superior Court. This Court was ny home
for a number of years and it is a real pleasure to be
back for this special occasion.

| am also representing Ben Strauss, President
of the Del aware State Bar Associ ati on. It is a
tradition that the Del aware State Bar Association's
Presi dent offer coments at an investiture, but
unfortunately Ben is out of town today, and unable to
offer his well w shes in person. He asked me, as past

president of the Association to offer congratul ations
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and his apology for not being able to attend.

| checked nmy files and | have been privil eged
to speak at eight of these special sessions of our
State and Federal court, but today is, indeed, special.
| have known Di ane since she started in Delaware as an
Assistant City Solicitor back in WIm ngton, back in
the md '80s. Although she has referred to me as a
ment or, and supporter, | consider nyself sinply a
friend, which hopefully includes those two other
attri butes.

We both attend the same church, the Episcopal
Church of Saints Andrew and Matt hew. | can't say that
we' ve prayed about this judgeship, or asked for any
di vine intervention, so Diane could become a judge, but
| will tell you this has been a dream of hers for a
very long tine. It is an inmportant event when a menber
of our Bar is singled out for the high honor of
ascending to the Bench. This is both an acknow edgnent
of a lawyer's honesty, integrity, confidence and the
prediction that decision making can be entrusted in
what is one of the highest of callings; that is the
adm ni stration of justice.

| am rem nded of the words of former Chief
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Justice Daniel Herrmann spoken at my own investiture
when he said, "No greater honor may cone to a fellow
citizen, no nore serious responsibility may be
undertaken by a fellow citizen, and no nore sacred duty
may be entrusted to a fellow citizen than the honor,
and the responsibility, and the duty of sitting in
judgenment of his or her fellow citizens."” But what do
we know about Di ane Clarke Streett?

She was an honor student throughout her
educati onal endeavors. You heard she has an extensive
background in crimnal |law as a prosecutor and defense
attorney. She has civil experience representing
Chapter 13 Bankruptcy debtors, nine years in a
quasi -judicial capacity for Chancery Court as New
Castl e County Register of WIIs. She served as head of
the City of WImngton's | aw department, the City
Solicitor.

There is so nmuch more, such as this was the
first woman of color to graduate from Cornell Law
School . First person of color to serve --

(Appl ause.)

First person of color to serve as full-time

Assi stant Public Defender in Del aware and she has had
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many other firsts on the diversity front. Mor eover,
she has been involved in a nunmber of organizations in
our State, so she has a good feel for the pulse of the
community, but in an attempt to find out a bit nore
about our new judge, | decided to confer with someone
who has known her for a long time, sonmeone whose
intelligence | respect, and someone with the training
to give ne the real scoop.

As many of you know, Diane's daughter
Courtney, a graduate of the St. Andrews School -- don't
be enbarrassed, Courtney. She is a graduate of the St.
Andrews School here in Del aware, Wellesley College.

Now she is in the Colunbia University Graduate School

of Journalism | asked Courtney; what do you think are
your nother's qualifications to be a Superior Court
Judge? | wanted her reactions as if she had

i nterviewed her mother over a period of tine. | was

| ooking for a clear, unvarnished insightful view of our
new j udge.

Courtney shared three vignettes with me that
help us to get our now judge just a little better.
First she mentioned that when her mother called to

i ndicate she had been confirmed, Diane | amented this
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was her first Saturday day off in years. As many of
you will appreciate, having been the Register of WIIs,
she -- an elected position, meant you couldn't pass up
the opportunity to meet a new friend or new supporter
at any time. Saturday were filled with festivals,

par ades, neetings, performances, you nane it. And

Di ane made practically all of them as people in this

19

community know, including being at the GM plant at four

and five in the morning when the shifts were changi ng
to greet those arriving and | eaving work.
The second story Courtney shared with nme is

t hat before becom ng Register of WIlls, Diane was a

Public Defender, and a single mother. Courtney recalls

one incident she was in fifth grade and violently ill
one norning. Her nother had a trial, and there was no
one else to stay home with her, so Courtney went to

school . Her nother did the right thing to the

consternation of Courtney and the school nurse, but she

stuck with that client who really needed her support

t hat day.

The third story that Courtney share with ne is

alittle-known story about her mom  She is one of the

few defense attorneys in our State who has had the
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sentence of defendant overturned in a capital case with

that client having now been released. You see, the
client was wrongfully convicted and has now been
rightfully returned to society as a free man.

(Appl ause.)

Courtney says that her mother, as nodest as
she is, has always worked hard, fought for the
under dog, the person who needs the nost care. You
could just feel the love and pride in her written
wor ds. But, now, the significance of being a judge,
with all of her preparation, Diane's work on the
Superior Court will not be easy. Judging is very
difficult work, not for the timd, or the weak. The
infirmties, frailties, and the m ssteps of human
bei ngs have to be adjudicated by people who understand
the |l aw, but who al so understand people. As inportant
as it is to be erudite, and intellectual, it is also

i mportant to simply care.

Per sons who come before the Court in civil and

crimnal matters deserve respect, patience, firmmess
and conpassi on. But our entire community requires
jurists who will insure that the adm nistration of

justice is efficient, focussed, and designed to
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mai ntain on ordered society. Judging, although
difficult, is more than ponp and circunstance, nore
t han the grandeur of courtroonms, majestic though they
may, nmore than the honor and acclaimthat go with
t he appell ation judge.

Judging carries with it the awesone
responsi bility of righting, or maybe just adjusting
life's wronging. Restoring order where just maybe none
exi sts. Redirecting property to its rightful place,
affecting with one decision whol esal e popul ati ons of
peopl e, preserving liberty where appropriate, while
mai nt ai ning the peace and tranquility that everyone in
this room cherishes so nuch. Diane will be tested in
this new role in her life. She will need the support,
during her tenure on the Bench, of everyone who is here
today to congratul ate her on her ascendancy. It is not
i mportant that you agree with the decisions that she
wi Il make. What is inmportant is that we can be
conforted in the know edge that someone with integrity,
intelligence, professionalism and perseverance has
accepted the call sit in judgement of the conduct and
deeds of those who come before her.

Before com ng here this afternoon, | had the
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di stinct pleasure of speaking at the DuPont Conpany for
its Black History Month programwith the theme "In Our
Lifetime; Celebration of African American Achievement."
What we are witnessing here today, in this courtroom
is a significant achievenment, and an opportunity to be
a prime nmover in the adm nistration of justice by an
outstanding citizen of our State, who happens to be an
African Ameri can. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

HON. JOSHUA W MARTIN, I11: | | eave you with
this thought, judges are human. Never, never |ose your
sense of humanity. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE COURT: Thank you, Judge Martin. | woul d
now |like to recogni ze the Honorabl e Aida Waserstein,
Judge of the Famly Court for her remarks.

(Appl ause.)

HON. Al DA WASERSTEI N: May it please the
Court, Chief Judge Steele, Chief Judge Vaughn, Judges
Cooch and Gol dstein, Judge Streett, Judge Sleet from
t he Federal Bench, other nmenmbers of the Bench and
col | eagues, menbers of the Bar, Courtney and other

famly menbers, members of the Saints Andrews and
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Matt hews groups has al nost become a second hone for ne
and ot her esteemed guests.

It is my pleasure to address you at this
moment ous occasion. The swearing in of a new judge is
both serious and tender. Serious because of the
tremendous responsibility that is being placed on the
person's shoul ders, responsible to adjudicate fairly
for the citizens in our state, in a very busy and
nationally renowned court, which amng its other
obligations has the significant obligation to decide
Capital cases, cases in which someone has | ost his or
her Iife, and which the defendant's life is literally
at st ake.

Tender because it is a special time both
professionally and personally for the person and her
famly. It is the beginning of a new stage and start
of somet hing wonderful, and fresh, and new. In this
case, it is particularly pleasing for ne to perform
this function of welcom ng Judge Clarke Streett for
three reasons. First, | feel close to ny sister court
because many of those already sitting on that Bench are
dear friends and people for whom | have great respect.

| want your court, the Superior Court to
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continue to excel and to continue to set a high
standard for which it has become nationally known
during its 175-year tenure.

Second, | am personally | ooking forward to
seeing Diane flourish in this new role. | have known
Di ane since ny adult daughter was in elementary school.
The two of us used to get together regularly for dinner
with our children and with a third nother and her son.
The six of us used to hang out at dinner, share
experiences, and support each other. | learned from
t hose dinners that Diane will ask for input. She wi |
research a problem and then once she has decided, she
will face it head on. She is persistent and she

resolves it effectively.

| think those qualities will serve her well as
a judge. | have also been inmpressed by her inpeccable
attention to detail she devotes to every endeavor. An
example of that, in my mnd, this | have seen from a

di stance, has been how she has, in her position as
Regi ster of WIlls, taken on the responsibility to
educate the public and offer assistance. When | go to
the N Theater | see there is an announcenment there

about where to call if you want more information. I
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know t hat when | have been with her, sometimes she has
had to | eave early a particular affair because she had
to go somewhere else to speak, at community meetings
such at Police Athletic League and other such events.

| think this is something that will serve her
well in her role in working with the jury. The jury
systemis a way that our courthouse, and our | egal
system interfaces with the public. As |I walk through
the jury pool about three or four times a week on ny
way to my courtroom | see the educational effort that
t he Superior Court undertakes to educate the public
about the importance of the role that they will serve
as a juror. | have seen various judges welcome the
jurors, and explain to them what their role is how
i mportant it is.

From seei ng what Di ane has done in the
community, and in the office of Register of Wlls, |
think she will do well in that inmportant capacity.

But nore importantly, even though |I realize
t hat Courtney's father has al ways been proud of Diane
and supportive of her efforts, | have been npst
i mpressed personally with how well Diane has carried

the task of being a professional, and a single nother
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of her beautiful, bright and creative daughter who is
in right in front of nme today.
Everything that Di ane does is done fully, from

the heart, and with undi vided attenti on. This is how

she raised Courtney, this is how | expect she will be
as a judge. But third, |I hope that my voice does not
break as | explain this, I am proud to be here today

because as the second African American woman to serve
on the Superior Court bench, Judge Clark Streett wil
follow on the footsteps of ny dear friend Haile Alford.
Hal ey, through her skill, personality, and effort,

hel ped open the door through which you wal k through

t oday. It is my hope that you will experience her

| egacy as a mantle, a mantle that will envel op you,

nourish you, strengthen you, as you face the

significant challenges that will be in your way.
(Appl ause.)
THE COURT: Thank you Judge Waserstein. It is

now my privilege to call upon our new Superior Court
judge for her greetings.

(Appl ause.)

HON. DI ANE CLARKE STREETT: Thank you,

Presi dent Judge Vaughn. May it please the Court, Chief
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Justice Steele, Governor Markell, Senator Carper,
Representative Castle, Executive Coons, elected
officials, my new coll eagues, nmembers of the Bar,
friends old and new. My church famly, Episcopal
Church of Saints Andrew and Matthew, coworkers, nmy dear
famly, and the citizens of New Castle County for whom
| had the privilege to serve for nine years | am
honored to be standing here today.

Thank you, Governor Markell, for the
confidence you have shown this selecting ne. | would
also like to thank the Judicial Nom nating Comm ssion
for its thoroughness and the State Senators who
unani mously confirmed nmy nom nati on. | want to also
t hank the speakers here today for your kind and
supportive words.

Il will not mention all of the names of the
el ected officials, but I would |like to recognize people
who have represented me in nmy District, Senator Harris
McDowel | , Representative Dennis WIIliams, County
Counci | man Penrose Hollins, and City Council man Charl es
Potter. Speci al mention, also, to ny fellow row
officers who I will mss dearly, Ken Bolden, M chael

Kozi kowski and Sheriff M chael Walsh and ny Regi ster of
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WIlls counterparts in Kent County, Tom Weyant and
Sussex, Greg Fuller.

Speci al thanks al so goes out to Senator Tom
Car per who appointed nme Register of WIls, and got ne
involved in doing politics, politics in the good sense
of doing what is good for our community. " ve | oved
every mnute of it. Then there is another Senator who
| want to single out because she has been an advi sor to
me, and works tirelessly for the comunity, Senator
Mar garet Rose Henry; thank you for all that you do.

| also want to take a moment to thank the
qui et, hard working people of our community, people who
do not have titles or positions, the backbone of our
society. Wthout them we could not pursue our dreans.
In my case there are two special people. | was able to
go to work everyday knowi ng that nmy child was |ovingly
cared for. | also knew when the need arose, there was
a skilled repairman just a phone call away, and would
promptly come and honestly make repairs. Those two
people are ny daughter's babysitter, Ms. Leila Mowbray,
who is sitting right over there and nmy handyman M.
Regi nald Lee, | don't know if he is here.

Everyone should have people in their life as
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dedi cated as they are, who can back them up so that
t hey can pursue their own individual dreams.

Finally, as anyone who has spent nore than
five mnutes with ne knows, and you have just heard
mentioned, | am the proud parent of Courtney.

She has grown in wi sdom and statute, and in
favor with God and man, and | think that she is a great
young | ady. | want to publically thank you, Courtney.
You are a delight and my heart, and | have nurtured you
to the best of ny ability. You, in turn, constantly
inspire me to be ny best.

Finally, | would also |like to thank two people
who are not here today; ny parents. Cyril and Doris
Cl ar ke. | can feel them smling down from heaven
because their dreamis now being fulfilled. | would
not be here today if it were not for their dreans, and
| ove, and the values that they instilled in my brother
and nme, who, by the way, is also an attorney.

We grew up in Brooklyn, New York. By the way,
Haile Alford was also from Brooklyn, New YorKk. Ther e
is something special there. W grew up in a section
call ed Bedford-Stuyvesant. At that tinme it was one of

t he most blighted ghettos in the country.
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Nevert hel ess, ny parents, who were inmm grants, knew
that America had prom se. America was the |and of
opportunity. Although it was not perfect, it was a
pl ace where one could help the next generation dream
dreans.

And so they had dreams for their children, and
they were confident that through education, and good
val ues, dreams could be realized. Sonme of those val ues
were respect for all creation, enjoyment of
intell ectual chall enge, the inportance of preparation,
and the satisfaction of a accomplishment through hard
wor K. "Study to show thyself approved.”

This was their foundation, and as we know
f oundati ons are crucial. Bui | ders must have a good
foundation. Schools are also called foundation
schools, and even faith communities recognize and sing
about the inportance of a firm and solid foundation.
Those values, instilled in nme, served nme in good stead
as an attorney in New York, and in Washi ngton, DC, and
at that time, although |I had little connection to
Del aware, | was fortunate to be hired by a young
Senat or who happened to be named Joseph Bi den.

(Appl ause.)




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

31

Look where he is now. Several years |ater, |
married a Del awarean and | nmoved here. The famly that
| married into is Native American, Nanticoke Indian,
the Original People, who had fished, hunted and pl anted
in Del aware | ong before Del aware was a state. There
was a sense of history and pl ace.

So | settled into the state. | became a
Del aware attorney, and | applied the values that ny
parents and nmy fam |y had taught. As the Chief
Prosecutor in Municipal Court, as Senior Assistant
Public Defender, WImngton City Solicitor, New Castle
County's Register of WIls, and a nmember of several
boards, sections, commttees, | joined in, greeted the
chal l enges of work and community involvenment, and |
treated all people with respect.

In return, Del awareans have graciously made ne
a part of Del aware, and | have many deep and fond
menories and a vast famly of friends, and | consider
myself to be truly bl essed.

But aside from the basics that many famlies
teach their children, my parents also showed us that
because life is conplex, there may be several ways to

view any situation, and, therefore, one should al ways
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| ook for the potential in things, and enbrace

di versity. For exanpl e, Bedford-Stuyvesant, which I
just mentioned, was once a reviled area of a wonderful
city, but it had potential. My famly knew that, and
they knew if you waited | ong enough, things could
change. Now, "Bed-Stuy," as it's called, is a highly
desirable and trendy and thriving neighborhood.

So, too, although as a child I lived in the
ghetto, | lived in a close-knit, loving comunity of
extended famly and friends. There was spirituality,
creativity and joy. Many of the women in nmy famly
have worked in the Garment District and designed and
created clothes that went to Holl ywood, and to this day
can be seen in old black and white nmovies.

After marriage, they tended to well kept

brownst one houses, and they created weddi ng dresses and
weddi ng cakes and dreanms for their children. Sonme of
my uncles were veterans of Wrld War 11 and Korea.
Ot hers were carpenters, one even hel ped build the
Verrazano Bridge. They were union members, another was
a world traveled jazz musici an.

My father was member of the International

Br ot her hood of Electrical Whrkers Uni on. That
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menbershi p provided summer jobs for ny brother, and a
full scholarship to Cornell University for nme.
Everyday ny father proudly went to work wearing a
j acket and tie, carrying a brief case, having read two
newspapers. But life is conpl ex. It was many years
before |I | earned that although nmy father had been
trained as a dental technol ogist, and showed us what
the American Dream | ooked |i ke, once he went to work,
that tie canme off, and he pushed a broom

Fortunately, because this is a |and of
opportunity, he eventually was able to becone a teacher
in the New York City Board of Education in the after
school program

On weekends, my father wore white because he
pl ayed cricket . He organi zed cricket | eagues as an
outlet for young nen from the West Indies who were
l onely in New York. It was his cricket | eagues who
then hosted md day teas and receptions for teans
visiting from countries that had been British Col onies,
including India and Australia.

We saw that there is commonality in all people
of all colors and much to learn, if we listen, from

t hose who are different from us, or who m ght not
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necessarily agree with us. W saw that this is a
conmpl ex society, and, before there was termfromit, we
knew that this was a global world.

Spiritually, we were raised as staunch
Epi scopalians with its hierarchy of clergy, elegant
clothing and vestnments, incense and high rituals; but
we al so attended a Church of the Brethren Sunday School
where there is no clergy, no organ, just the Bible. We
saw that there were many ways to worship our Creator.
In fact, | am upholding these values in nmy life. \%Y,
daughter, here | go again tal king about her, has
attended public schools and private schools, an
Epi scopal boarding school, and even a Hebrew day
school . Life is conplex and there are many ways to
| earn.

Now, more than ever, it is inmportant to
understand diversity of perspective and that there is
more than one way to | ook at any issue. It is
i mportant for a judge to understand that to be able to
listen to all voices is inmportant, because a judge
represents all of the people.

| am prepared to listen with an open m nd, and

respect differing perspectives. | know what it means




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

35

to be on both sides of issues. | was a prosecutor,
then | becanme a defense attorney. | have been a solo
practitioner in private practice, but | was also a
member of the Government's law firm | was an Assi stant
United States Attorney. | have been a crimnal |awyer,
but | also represented people in civil matters. | have

been an advocate for the young in Famly Court, but
al so spoke to the elderly in my wills workshops. I

have been a counsel or representing the poor, the needy

and honmel ess, but | also ran an office that handl ed the
di stribution of the assets of the wealthy. | know what
it is to stand for el ection. | also know how hard

politicians work once el ected.

| understand the beauty and power of the | aw.
It is not a coincidence nmy daughter shares the same
name as the attorney frommy comunity in New York
where | grew up, who was so highly respected. Her
name, Courtney, is a constant rem nder of America's
prom se of justice for all. | understand that a judge
profoundly affects individuals and community. Wth the
stroke of a pen, a judge can resolve disputes, right
wrongs, take away freedom and even sentence someone to

deat h.
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| will strive to speak wisdom and do mercy.
will aimfor the meditations of ny heart to be
under st andi ng. Thr ough | ove, respect, intellectual
chal |l enge and hard work | prom se you that | wl

undertake nmy responsibilities with the same care and
attention | have given ny clients, ny workshops, ny
community, nmy friends, ny famly, and ny child. And
that |ove may | eads to nore and nmore know edge and f ul
insight to understand that life is complex and help
determ ne what is best.

Al t hough | cannot prom se you that you wil
al ways agree with me or nmy decisions, | can prom se you
that | will be firmand fair. Wth your support | wil
strive to do what is best for our conmmunity, Del aware,
and the this Country. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

THE COURT: Thank you, Diane, for those
excell ent remarks. Congratul ati ons, best wi shes on
your appointment as a Superior Court judge.

Ladi es and gentlemen, if you will now rise,
the Reverend Samuel L. Lathem Associate M nister of the
Cornerstone Fellowship Baptist Church will give the

benedi cti on.
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REVEREND LATHEM "We have come over a way
that with tears has been watered. W have cone,
treadi ng our paths through the bl ood of the
sl aughtered. Out from our gloomy past, 'til now we
stand at |ast, where the bright gleam of our bright
star is cast."

May the most high God, God al mghty, the God
of Abram, |saac and Jacob, Jehovah Shal om nmay he keep
us all in perfect peace. Anmen.

THE COURT: Thank you. Ladi es and gentl emen,
this concludes this special session of the Superior
Court . You are all invited to greet our new judge at
the reception which will be held out on the 8th Fl oor
| obby. Pl ease remain in the courtroom for a noment
until the bailiffs tell you that the reception is

ready. Court is now adjourned.

37

(Wher eupon the Special Session of the Superior

Court was adjourned.)




