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(Audi ence menbers rise while members of the
Del awar e Superior Court judiciary enter the
courtroom)

JUDGE JURDEN: Pl ease have a seat.

Good afternoon, members of the Bench and
Bar, distinguished guests, and friends and fam |y of
our newest comm ssioner, a warm welcome fromthe
Superior Court judges and comm ssioners.

Before the invocation I'd like to take a
m nute to introduce sone of the famly menmbers here
today with Conmm ssioner Mayer. We have Mark Mayer,
her husband. We have the awesome kids, as you see
listed in the program. Stand up, awesone ki ds.
That's Joey and Sam Mayer. As you can see, they're
very shy and reserved.

We have Comm ssioner Mayer's brother-in-I|aw
Jeff Mayer and his wife Lee. \Where are they? There
you are, welcome. And we have her sister-in-I|aw
Susan Mayer, wel conme. Unabl e to be here are
Comm ssioner Mayer's brother David and his wife
Jennifer, for a very good reason, they are the proud
parents of a baby boy as of yesterday. Welcome news.

And her sister Jeani ne was unable to travel from



[111inois.

Comm ssioner Mayer, we're very excited about
this day today, and we're going to get underway. So
if we can have Pastor Jones up to do the invocation.

Pastor Jones, wel cone.

PASTOR BEN JONES: Thank you.

Woul d you please join nme in prayer.

Our Heavenly Father, we respectfully come
bef ore you in the name of your son Jesus Christ. And
t oday we have gathered to honor and to ask for your
bl essi ng on Kat harine as she serves in this essenti al
role as a comm ssioner. W ask that you woul d bestow
your wi sdom onto her that she would be able to
di scern truth and to adm nister justice fairly.

In the Proverbs we are told that from you
all wi sdom conmes and fromyou all know edge and al
under st andi ng, and we ask that from you now. And
we' re thankful for Katharine and for her comm t ment
to uphold the |laws that you have put into place
t hrough your | eaders of our great country. And we
ask that you would continue to show your favor on us
and on our country and on Kat hari ne.

And we pray all of these things in your son



Jesus' name, amen.

JUDGE JURDEN: Anen. Thank you, Pastor
Jones.

Bef ore we have the awesome kids lead us in
the Pl edge of Allegiance, I'd like to recognize a few
people in our mdst, alumi of the Superior Court.

We have Justice Hank Ridgely, former president judge.
And | ook what | brought just because you're here,
Presi dent Judge (indicating), our sacred red sash,
which | keep near and dear to me. We have Judge

Abl eman. Wel conme back, Judge Abl eman. We have

Comm ssioner Vavala. And we have somewhere

Comm ssioner White, there we go. Did I mss anybody?
Wel come back.

All right. W are now going to be |ed by
Joey and Sam in the Pledge of Allegiance. Would you
girls like to come right in front of this podium
here. And everyone please rise.

(Kat hari ne and Mark Mayer's children lead in
the reading of the Pledge of Allegiance.)

JUDGE JURDEN: Well done.

(Appl ause.)

JUDGE JURDEN: And now we're going to have



the adm nistration of the oath by Comm ssi oner
Vaval a, now DSBA acting executive director. And it's
fitting that he should adm nister the oath because

not only is he a terrific guy and was a wonder f ul

comm ssioner, but Comm ssioner Mayer is filling the
vacancy created by his retirement. So, welcone.
And we're going to have the Bible -- do you

want your husband to hold the Bible? Come on up.

Principal Mayer.

MARK MAYER: Thank you, your Honor.

MR. VAVALA: l. ..

MS. MAYER: |, Kat harine Mayer.

MR. VAVALA: Do proudly swear.

MS. MAYER: Do proudly swear.

MR. VAVALA: To carry out the
responsibilities.

MS. MAYER: To carry out the
responsibilities.

MR. VAVALA: Of the Office of Comm ssioner
of the Superior Court.

MS. MAYER: Of the Office of Conm ssioner of
t he Superior Court.

MR. VAVALA: To the best of nmy ability.
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To the best of my ability.
Freely acknow edgi ng.

Freely acknowl edgi ng.

this office.

That the powers of

That the powers of this office.
Flow from the people.
Flow from the people.

| am privileged to represent.
| am privileged to represent.

| further swear.
| further swear.

Al ways to place the public

Al ways to place the public

Above any special or personal

Above any special or personal

And to respect the right.
And to respect the right.

Of future generations.

Of future generations.



MR. VAVALA: To share the rich, historic.
MS. MAYER: To share the rich, historic.
MR. VAVALA: And natural heritage of
Del awar e.
MS. MAYER: And natural heritage of
Del awar e.
MR. VAVALA: I n doi ng so.
MS. MAYER: I n doing so.
MR. VAVALA: | will always uphold and
def end.
MS. MAYER: Il will always uphold and defend.

MR. VAVALA: The Constitutions of my country
and ny state.

MS. MAYER: The Constitutions of ny country
and mnmy state.

MR. VAVALA: So help me God.

MS. MAYER: So help me God.

MR. VAVALA: Congr at ul ati ons.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

JUDGE JURDEN: And now Comm ssi oner Mayer
will be robed by two extremely inportant people who
in my excitement | did not introduce, my apol ogies,

her parents Martin and El oi se Peres, welcome.
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(M. and Ms. Peres place robe on
Comm ssi oner Mayer.)

COWMM SSI ONER MAYER: Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. and Ms. Peres,
t hank you.

(Audi ence appl ause. Comm ssioner Mayer hugs
her parents.)

JUDGE JURDEN: We will now be joined by
Comm ssi oner Mayer.

(Comm ssioner Katharine L. Mayer takes the
bench.)

JUDGE JURDEN: Let's have another round of
appl ause, shall we.

(Audi ence appl ause while Comm ssioner Mayer
t akes the bench.)

JUDGE JURDEN: And | turn it over now to
resi dent Judge Richard R. Cooch.

JUDGE COOCH: Welcome everybody, and
especially to Comm ssioner Mayer and her famly.

I join Judge Jurden in congratulating
Comm ssioner Mayer. Comm ssioner Mayer, you've
al ready proven yourself in the |ast few weeks to be a

first-rate conm ssioner, together with Comm ssioners
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Par ker and Manni ng, and you'll be an excell ent
addition to this Court.

COWMM SSI ONER MAYER: Thank you.

JUDGE COOCH: The comm ssioners have a wi de
range of responsibilities and duties in both civil
and crimnal cases. Their work is essential to the
successful functioning of the Superior Court. Under
an adm ni strative directive of the Superior Court,
the resident judges of each county have supervisory
authority -- at |east on paper -- over the
comm ssioners of that county. But | can already see
t hat you are not going to need nmuch supervision by
me, you are a self-starter. Welcome aboard,
Comm ssi oner Mayer.

It'"s now my privilege to introduce the first
speaker, M chael P. Kelly. He needs no introduction
to this audience. Suffice it to say, he is an
up-and-com ng young attorney at McCarter & Engli sh,
and everybody foresees a bright future ahead of him
in that firm M. Kelly.

(Audi ence appl ause while M chael Kelly
approaches the podium.)

MR. KELLY: Thank you, your Honor, for that



12

wonder ful introduction.

Presi dent Judge Jurden, Judge Cooch, nmenbers
of the Superior Court, and Justice Seitz, thank you
for all com ng here, it's my honor. And, Judge
Cooch, you remnd me of my future, when | was ten ny
father said to me, "M ke, you're going to go far,"
and then he nailed the door to the boxcar shut.

But | amso flattered to be, you tal k about
a jury of your peers, how about a jury of nmny
superiors, huh?

| want to thank the Reverend for a wonderful
i nvocati on. Does this count for my Sunday obligation
for mass?

REVEREND JONES: Sur e.

MR. KELLY: | also want to recognize
Comm ssioner Mayer's famly, Samantha and Josephi ne,
you' re wonderful kids, you have a wonderful nmother.
But just remenber one thing now | know you've
argued with mom in the past, but now she's a judge,
so if you lose an argument with her, she could put
you in jail, just remenber that. Well, she could
hold you in contempt, all right.

And, Mark, congratulations to you. Mark is
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a wonderful guy, I've known himfor a long tinme.
He's a coach. | call himan iron man because he
wor ks out every day, in great shape. He told ne that
he's never been in better shape in his life. I n
fact, he said to me, "M ke, | get up and go to the
bat hroom at six a.m every morning." And | said,
"That's great, Mark." He said, "Yeah, but | don't
wake up till seven.”

| just want to say about Katie, | know this
Is a political season that we're in the m ddle of,
we're probably tired of it, but I was thinking about
what | would say to describe Conmm ssioner Mayer. And
I|"m sorry, but I have to quote Donald Trump, if
you'll 1ndul ge ne. "She's going to be good. She' s
going to be so good. She's going to be great. She's
better than China, better than Mexico. So good you
won't even recogni ze how good she is." Boy, this is

a tough crowd over here, come on.

She is going to be good. In fact, | was
trying to remember, | didn't know Comm ssi oner Mayer
until | started McCarter & English the year 2000.

And we hired Jim Freebery, who is a former

prosecutor, and Tony W nchester, who we stole from
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Skadden Arps. And the next hire was Bill Tayl or, who
was a bankruptcy attorney. And the m nute Bil
arrived at our office he said to me, "Thanks for
hiring me, but we got to hire Katie Mayer." | said,
"Who's this Katie Mayer? You got to hire her." |
sai d okay.

So the next day went by, "We got to hire
Katie Mayer." | said, | never heard of this Katie --
"we got to hire Katie Mayer." So | said all right.
| | ooked at her resume, very inpressive, top of her
class in |aw school. And from day one | recogni zed,
realized why Bill Taylor was so insistent: she did
all the work, he got all the credit, he couldn't do
anything wi thout Katie Mayer.

And |'ve never met someone with such a
combi nation of gifts. And | ook at the qualities
that | see in our distinguished Bench, and |'ve
tried cases in 30 states, we do have a distinguished
Bench, and |I'm so proud to be a Del awar ean. But |
| ook at the qualities that make a good judge and
Katie has all of them She's very bright, she's very
har d- wor ki ng, she has great common sense, and she has

conmpassi on
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So it's a big loss for McCarter & English,
it really is. I think she's one of the, we have

seni or menbers here frommy firm and she's one of

the best bankruptcy attorneys -- Judge Davis, no
slight to you, but |'ve never seen you in Bankruptcy
Court -- but she's one of the best Bankruptcy Court

attorneys |I've ever seen. And it's a big |loss for
the firm but it's a big gain for not only Superior
Court but for the State of Del awar e.

And, frankly, she took a big pay cut to take

this job. And that's a whole 'nother issue I'll go
on the record saying -- Thomas, get this down
straight so we can show it to the governor -- judges

are underpaid, we got to fix that, we got to make
roomin the budget. But the fact that she did that,

and | said, "Why do you want to do that?" And she

said, "I just want to serve, and | think I can make a
difference." And, boy, it doesn't get any better
t han that.

So, thank you, Conm ssioner Mayer, for al
that you did for the firmand all you did for me, and
t hank you for your willingness to help us all in

Del awar e.
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(Audi ence appl ause.)

JUDGE COOCH: Before | introduce the next
speaker, | would like to recognize the presence of
Justice Seitz seated there. He also in his own way
exercises a form of supervisory authority over
Comm ssi oner Mayer, but one not removed from Superi or
Court. Welcome, Justice Seitz.

We next call upon Kathleen MIller, a
hi ghl y-regarded attorney at Smth, Katzenstein &
Jenkins, and equally inmportant for this cerenmony, a
|l ong-time good friend and professional colleague of
Comm ssi oner Mayer. Ms. Ml ler.

MS. M LLER: | alnmost feel like I'"m on the
Dati ng Gane.

Good afternoon, President Judge Jurden,

Resi dent Judge Cooch, members of the Bar, the Bench,
famly and friends. It's a great honor | am here to
speak on behalf of five of our other friends in honor
of Katie Mayer. These are former coll eagues who,
along with her Honor, we call ourselves the
Chardonnay Girls Club. And nore on that |ater, |
prom se to keep confidentiality.

We all met while practicing |aw well over



a decade ago. And while she may be a bit
vertically chall enged, she is no petite litigator
Havi ng appeared al ongsi de and adverse to her,

we can attest that she is always focused,

wel | - prepared, and present a cogent argument to
the Court. And I think most inportantly, she was
al ways reasonabl e. Even if you were adverse to her

in the nost highly-contentious litigations, she was
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truly what we expect of Del aware |awyers. And, in ny

view, that is probably one of the highest conplinents

you can give to an attorney.
It is that approach we know she will bring

to the matters that she's going to handle now from

this side of the bench, and which we know will |ead
you to great success. Katie is a terrific role
nmodel. And as you see, she has two wonderful girls

here, who | think they agree with that. Yes? Joey
and Sam .

Kati e bal ances a successful career and a
famly. And she does it all -- briefs, depositions,
field hockey ganes, dance cl asses, honmemade t hene
bi rt hday cakes -- they were good, | saw them -- and

she makes it all work and does it all in a very
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understated way. You're never going to hear Katie
bangi ng her own drum But it does need to be banged,
and so that's why we are here. Girls, we hope you
are proud and inspired by your nom as we are, she's
a wonderful role nodel for you.

So back to the Chardonnay G rls Club. This
started with a group of practitioners who just met in
court appearances, and it started as something
social. As you can probably tell by the name, we do
enj oy Chardonnay. But the name of the group is
decei ving, not only because we do have a beer drinker
among our group, but it's not about the wine,
obviously, it's about friendship and support. The
CGC has become a very close-knit group providing
support both professionally and personally. \When one
of its members experiences adversity or other
situations, the CGC will circle wagons and provide
what ever support is needed. \Whether it be sinply
providing a form of a pleading you haven't dealt with
bef ore, being a sounding board, or getting your cup
filled -- and I am not tal king about wi ne. What
started out as a shared enjoyment of a nice glass of

wi ne turned into more, and much, much nmore. And we
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are very honored to have the gift of Katie's
friendship.

Katie was the secretary of the board --
whi ch you are not relieved of, by the way -- and she,
wi t hout disclosing any details, her m nutes were
i nsightful, and thorough, and nmostly hysterical --
whet her or not they were factually based. So if you
have not already had the experience with your
col | eague now, the menbers of the Bench, |'m sure you
wi Il enjoy her w cked, |ight-hearted sense of hunor
as we have. And if you are |ooking for someone to
take m nutes of the neeting, just a little word of
caution: think twi ce, but you will enjoy it at the
end.

Comm ssioner Mayer, we are going to m ss
practicing with you, but we are very proud of you,
you've joined this wonderful and esteemed Bench. And
we know you'll exhibit the highest standards, and
you'l | meet every challenge that comes your way, and
do so with all that you are, which makes us all very
proud to call you a friend. Congr at ul ati ons.

COWMM SSI ONER MAYER: Thank you.

JUDGE COOCH: Thank you, Ms. Ml er.



And before turning now to the honoree, | do
also wish to recogni ze Governor Markell's counsel
Meredith Tweedi e, who's present in the courtroom
Thank you for being here, Ms. Tweedie, and all the
support that your office has given to this process.

Now is the time that we continue in our
wel com ng of Comm ssioner Mayer to hear from
Comm ssioner Mayer. Comm ssioner Mayer.

COWMM SSI ONER MAYER: Thank you.

Presi dent Judge Jurden, Resident Judge
Cooch, distinguished judges and menmbers of the Bar,
my famly, dear friends, coll eagues, coworkers, both
past and present, thank you.

Il wish to first thank the Judici al
Nom nati ng Comm ssion, Governor Markell, and the
Senate for the nom nation and appointment, |'m
honored to be given this opportunity and touched by

everyone's presence here today.

| should start by saying |I'm not very funny.
| could try, but I would fail m serably. Despite
Ms. Mller's very nice coments, |'m only funny on

paper, not in person. And those m nutes, by the way,

will be a best-selling book in the future.

20
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So you will have to bear with me as | nuddle
through this, especially since, as many of you know,
I*m not overly fond of attention, but there are a | ot
of people I would Iike to thank, so here goes.

Those that know me have heard me say that
life is one adventure after another. My first real
adventure was noving from Florida to Del aware for
college. And, yes, that was crazy, but you see, 1'd
never seen snow, so | figured Del aware was a good
pl ace to start.

So I'd like to thank nmy parents for
supporting me as | made ny way. Sending three kids
each to separate colleges far from home could not
have been easy for them but thanks to them | found a
new home in Del aware. Apparently they agreed with
t hat choice because they retired from sunny Florida
to Del aware. So if anyone here wants to neet sonmeone
crazier than me, I'll introduce you to them |l ater

Wth that support, though, | started a new
adventure in |life and met my husband Mark. | swore |
woul dn't live up to the cliche and tried to find a
bad boy, nothing like nmy father. He then spent the

| ast 20 years proving me wrong. If you've ever
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driven past a school and seen someone dress as
Superman directing traffic, or Captain America
putting kids on the bus, or M. Incredible at
drop-off, that's him Some think he's nuts, but |
woul d say nmost think he is inspiring. Every tinme |
turn around | see a 212 Degree magnet, T-shirt or
sign, as my husband is fond of saying, "Life changes
when you give that extra degree and effort."” So |
want to thank Mark for his support, encouragenent,
confidence and i nfluence over these years, he is ny
personal superhero always giving that extra degree.

Most importantly, | want to thank him for
his sacrifices. The years have been good, but
obvi ously there was a | ot that came with that. And |
want to especially thank himfor the two amazi ng
children he has given me. They are two brave and, as
you can see, wacky but beautiful girls, and every
mnute with themis a bl essing.

And to our friends that are here today, |I'nm
glad the Channin crew made it past security and the
background checks, |I'm pleased to see that, you are
my rock when | need you and you keep me sane. 1

al so happy to have Stephanie WIlIls here; wi thout her
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friendship | would never have made it through | aw
school . | was supposed to be planning ny weddi ng
while | was studying for the Bar, but | was adamant |
was only taking that test once. So whil e other

bri des may have been rejoicing, and shopping trips,
and taste testings, Steph and | were making flash
cards and grilling each other.

"1l never forget the day the Bar results
came out while |I was clerking for then-President
Judge Ridgely, yet | still have nightmares that there
was a typo. My experience clerking for the Superior
Court had a long-lasting inmpact. Justice Ridgely,
now retired, was influential in challenging me to
want to become a better |lawyer. There was one day
early on when he had a very short break from court
and canme rushing back to chanbers and asked me to
quickly find a case for him

Now, for those that may not know, this is
the whole job of law clerks is to find the cases. He
gave me the short name and said it was fromthe
Supreme Court. | immediately started searching |ike
crazy and came up wi th nothing. | was beyond

embarrassed to say | couldn't find a case by the
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Del aware Supreme Court with a nanme close to the one
he gave me. VWhen he came to check on me and |
fessed-up, he very patiently said, "I meant the
United States Supreme Court, not the other one."
Needl ess to say, | never made that m stake again.

My next adventure began 15 years ago when |
joined McCarter & English. In our lives as | awyers

we sonmetimes spend nmore time at the office than our

own hone. | was extremely fortunate to find a second
home that believed in all the right things -- famly
val ues, diversity, mentoring, and support. | was the

first female attorney in the Del aware office, and
| ater, while expecting my second child, the little
bl onde one, | becane the first female partner in
Del awar e.

| would not have had the career | did
wi t hout the opportunities afforded to me at MCarter
to grow as a | awyer. M ke Kelly, in particular, is
the exception to every rule, he knows no limts to
protecting his McCarter famly, regardl ess of the
sacrifice to himself, and |I've seen many. He
embodi es the philosophy that all lives matter.

I will always admre M ke for the positive exanples
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he set.

When Dave White joined us, things only got
better. | would have been | ost without his counsel
and cal m ng gui dance over the years. To David Adler,
to Dave Kott, Lisa Bonsall, Cathy Mohan, thank you
for making me a part of the team | was never asked
to carry the bags, but always treated as your equal
and with respect, thank you for having the confidence
in me to do great things. Il will be eternally
t hankful to M ke and my famly at MCarter for all
the years we had together

| would also like to thank -- and | don't
think they made it today -- but Chief Judge Shannon
and Judge Gross from the United States Bankruptcy
Court. Part of my practice was with the Bankruptcy
Court, and with that came a life-style of little tinme
to prepare, |long days and ni ghts, and many
adversari es. | wish to thank both Chief Judge
Shannon and Judge Gross for their constant humanity
when | appeared before them they are rem nders every
day of the Del aware way and that we should never | ose
sight of honor and integrity no matter the conplexity

of the situation.
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And to the CGC that was also there to have
my back, thank you for being the amazing women t hat
you are. \Whether we were coll eagues or adversaries,
we were always first and forenmost friends. Thank you
for your never-ending support and |aughter when |
needed it nost.

Last, | want to thank everyone at the
Superior Court that has wel comed ne: Comm ssi oner
Manni ng, Conmm ssioner Parker, the judicial staff, the
| aw cl erks, bailiffs, prothonotary's office, and
adm ni stration have been incredibly patient as | get
acclimated to ny new role. Presi dent Judge Jurden
Resi dent Judge Cooch, and all the other judges have
been extraordi nary. Every time nmy husband neets
someone new, he has the same reaction: "Wow, you're
so lucky to work with such amazi ng people."”

| could not ask for better mentors and
col | eagues. | loved ny famly at MCarter, but | was
ready for a new adventure. And since the time of ny
clerkship I knew I wanted to return to the Superior
Court, and I'm honored to find myself here. | woul d
never have enough time to thank everyone, and |'ve

al ready taken up too nuch time, but thank you to
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everyone who came today, thank you for all | have
been given, | know that much is expected in return,
and | | ook forward to my | atest adventure.

And one | ast comment: For my daughter, who
didn't think this was real because you couldn't find
me on Google, | hope you have no doubt now.

Thank you.

(Audi ence appl ause.)

JUDGE COOCH: Conmm ssioner Mayer, your
excellent remarks reflect all the well-deserved
accol ades that you've received today, congratul ati ons
agai n.

COMM SSI ONER MAYER: Thank you.

THE COURT: As the program indicates,
McCarter & English is graciously hosting a reception
at their offices just across the street, to which al
are invited.

There being no further business to come
bef ore the Court, we stand adjourned.

JUDGE JURDEN: And | just want to warn you,
get there before the Chardonnay girls get there.

(Comm ssi oner Katharine Mayer investiture

ceremony concl uded at 3:32 p.m)
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